
From the President 

Earm@il 

Winter is finally upon us and there is a distinct chill in the air as well as the rain, which has been long 
awaited around the country.  How quickly we tire of weather patterns though!

You will all be aware that our negotiations with N�ZAS and Ministry of Health are ongoing and intensifying 
as we get closer to their A�GM and our own at the end of �July.  Our meetings are mostly weekly with 
“homework” attached so I am sure that we will all be pleased when a conclusion is reached.

�John, Steven and I are doing our best to achieve a satisfactory outcome for everyone concerned.  You can 
imagine that when two groups start out poles apart there is a considerable amount of negotiation, patience 
and understanding of each others point of view needed.

Our conference should be an interesting one, we have a very competent guest speaker, who is really excited 
at the prospect of coming to New �Zealand.  We will also hear from Peter Thorne about his work on noise 
induced hearing loss and from �Christine Howard- Brown who was in charge of the Ministry of Health 
review last year.

I look forward to seeing you all soon,  -  Pat
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Day 2 
 
Plenary Session Two was delivered by Dr Bronya Keats. 
 
Genetics in hearing loss. 
 
I found this lecture to be the most interesting of the entire conference. 
 
A really in-depth lecture on the human DNA and the makeup of the helix and how Apoposis is passed 
down through the generations...60% of hearing loss is genetic according to the research carried out by 
the School of Research Australian National University and Vanderbilt University Tennessee USA. 
 
Most research centred around Usher and Pendred syndromes and the work involved in identifying the 
genes that cause hearing loss, in particular Connexin 26 it is realised in Australia now that a close 
relationship is warranted between the Audiologist and the Geneticists in precise diagnosis of Apoposis. 
 
Free Papers 9 Diagnostic Audiology 
 
Another 6 modules presented by various experts in their field. 
 
Australian Hearing has 400 audiologists nationwide, 22 who do the training and 1100 staff in 200 clinics 
Australia wide. 
 
I didn’t want to go to this session but had little choice as all the others were full. 
 
These lectures covered mostly what is happening in the field of paediatric and infant testing, auditory 
Neuropathy Spectrum Disorder in under 12 month olds and ABR in children. Slides showed several 
research outcomes and the various agencies involved. 
 
Free Papers 10 Hearing Aid Technology. 
 
5 modules presented, I made sure I was early for this one. 
 
Validity of in-situ Audiometry especially through the hearing aid was presented by Lisa Hartley and dealt 
mainly with her research into the topic, with not much difference in outcome measures than that of TDH or 
inserts relevant, but proved to be excellent in remote areas where equipment needed to be lighter and 
smaller and less of it to tug around. The advent of noise reduction in hearing aids using algorithms, 
frequency compression, and speech recognition technology was also presented as was the first mention 
of NAL- NL2, which was developed to improve high frequency amplification and improve speech 
recognition and localization. 
 
Another item of interest was the "BAHA"... Bone Anchored Hearing Aid. 
Under local anaesthetic the component carrying the receiver is screwed into the mastoid bone and the 
processor is connected to the outside of the skull, very good for fitting those patients with collapsed 
canals, ossicular disfunction, otosclerosis, mastoiditus, nil AC thresholds, no TM's. 
 
The Gala dinner was on the Tuesday evening with live entertainment. 
 
 
Day 3  
 
Plenary Session Three delivered by Prof Louise Hickson University of Queensland. 
 
Improving rehabilitation for adults with hearing impairments. The big questions? 
 



A joint study with NAL and the Macquarie University. 
 
What are the big questions and indeed what are the answers? 
 
The following is some of those questions taken from the study. 
 
Why do older adults hesitate to seek help? 
Why do they seek help? 
How bad is my hearing? 
Can I cope? 
 
The following is some of the answers. 
 
Those that seek help have better health. 
Older adults are likely to seek help. 
Family members or even GP suggests. 
Motivation from various sources. 
Social and lifestyle requirements. 
 
In Australia Audiological assessments usually takes 2 hours 
 
It must be realised in Australia over 65's get funding. 
 
This is one of the major barriers in NZ 
 
Hearing Aids improve quality of life...FACT 
 
Barriers therefore can be:- 
 
Cost 
Aid appearance 
Self confidence 
Self Efficacy 
 
Louise went on to show several studies accompanied by slides and graphs. 
 
 
 
Free Papers 3 Hearing Aid Technology (repeated session) 
 
Presented by Josef Chalupper 
Siemens Industries. 
Control of acoustic feedback is critical for a successful fitting 
 
 
In this presentation three solutions were tabled. 
 
1. Feedback suppression. 
2. No artifacts. 
3. Fast reaction times. 
 
A study of 12 subjects fitted with the same aids and programmed to manufacturers first fit. 
 
The trial used phase cancellation on its own and then coupled with frequency shifting, when used in 
conjunction an additional 20db of gain was attained without feedback. 
 



Subjects moved their heads talked and chewed. 
 
NAL-NL2 Prescription Formula 
 
Delivered by Harvey Dillion NAL 
 
Siemens who funded the research into NL-2 are the first company to receive the software, which has 
been developed to achieve the following. 
 
1. Maximise speech Intelligibility. 
2. Make loud sounds more comfortable. 
3. Higher compression ratios. 
4. More gain for Paediatrics. 
5. Less gain for adults. 
6. More low frequency gain for adults. 
7. More high frequency gain and hence wider bandwidth. 
 
This in total was a 15 minute presentation accompanied by slides and graphs etc: 
 
 
 
The closing ceremony followed in the auditorium with a welcome to the next ASA in Adelaide in 2012. 
 
 
 

JML Green ANZAI 
Audiological Clinician 
Applied Hearing Ltd. 
 
 
 
 



Just like going from a set of stereo speakers to a full surround sound system, ReSound Live 
delivers rich and vibrant sound quality. It’s the only hearing instrument that puts your customers 
back in the picture, allowing them to easily locate where sounds are coming from and giving 
them a greater sense of awareness - of being there. So whatever environment your customers 
�nd themselves, they’ll experience sound the way it was meant to be heard. Sound in full detail. 
Sound in surround. 

For more information about ReSound Live call the ReSound team on 0800 900 126.

Give your customers the surround sound experience



Introducing S Series iQ featuring the most sophisticated  
noise reduction and speech preservation system ever.

S Series iQ provides unprecedented sound quality and has been proven to  

reduce listening effort and significantly improve patients’ ability to communicate.  

So patients hear conversations, not commotion.

TJAD100406-00-AU-ST   © 2010 Starkey Laboratories, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

A demo is worth a thousand words. Listen for yourself at StarkeyPro.com.
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